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TABLE 1. 

Typical MD and VA Resident Working in DC Earns More Than Their DC-Based Peers 
Median Personal Earnings by State of Residence and Employment, 2015-2019 

State of Residence State of Employment 

 

   

 DC MD VA 

DC $63,276 $56,730 $75,141 

MD $68,549 $45,380 $67,495 

VA $94,915 $75,141 $40,626 

Source: CBPP analysis of US Census Bureau American Community Survey 2015-2019 public use microdata sample. Data is in 2019 dollars. 
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FIGURE 1. 
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TABLE 2. 

DC Statehood Would Yield Net Revenue Gain 
Projected Annual Expenses and Revenue Increases Resulting from Statehood 

Medicaid FMAP a 

(Additional cost at 50 percent DC contribution rate) 
$989,795,615 

Criminal Justice System b,c  

Adult Felony Prisonersc $230,394,575 

Community Supervision and Pre-Trial Services $245,900,000 

Public Defender $46,200,000 

Defender Services $46,000,000 

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council $2,200,000 

DC Court System $250,100,000 

Other Federal Grants  

Tuition Assistance Program $40,000,000 

Potential Additional Costs, Total $1,850,590,190 

Potential New Revenue $3,208,800,000 
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Potential Net Gain $1,358,209,811 

a) Federal and State Share of Medicaid Spending, FY 2021, Kaiser Family Foundation; b) Congressional Research Services, April, 19, 2021, 

“FY2021 District of Columbia Budget and Appropriations” and Office of Management and Budget, “Appendix, Budget of the U.S. Government, 

FISCAL YEAR 2022";  c) the estimated cost of adult felony prisoners is calculated taking the annual per inmate cost for the Department of 

Corrections detailed on page 58 of “Jails and Justice: Our Transformation Starts Today” by the DC Council on Court Excellence and multiplied by 

the number of DC residents in custody of the Federal Bureau of Prisons, per the DC Corrections Information Council. 

Note: 1) Expenses outlined in this table are largely based on those detailed by the late Alice M. Rivlin (former chair of DC’s financial control board, 

senior fellow of the Brookings Institution, among other prominent roles) in various pieces including this testimony delivered before Congress in 

2009. 

https://www.kff.org/medicaid/state-indicator/federalstate-share-of-spending/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46763#:~:text=The%20DC%20government%20passed%20a,in%20federal%20payments%20for%20DC
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BUDGET-2022-APP/pdf/BUDGET-2022-APP.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BUDGET-2022-APP/pdf/BUDGET-2022-APP.pdf
http://www.courtexcellence.org/uploads/publications/TransformationStartsToday.pdf
https://cic.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/cic/release_content/attachments/CIC%20Bulletin%20May%202022.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/0713_dc_statehood_rivlin-1.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/0713_dc_statehood_rivlin-1.pdf
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